SY Lorena – her history
The Steam Turbine Yacht Lorena that was commissioned in 1901 by the American multi-millionaire Amzi Lorenzo Barber (A L Barber) “The Asphalt King”, was undergoing its speed and other trials before its final fitting out when it visited Brightlingsea to refuel and the tragedy of the loss of 8 of its crew and loss of a local man occurred. She was believed to be heading for Southampton for the fitting out.
At Brightlingsea the yacht had taken on board 200 tons of coal, doubtless mainly shovelled by the stokers, along with Mr Lock of Brightlingsea.

Barber ordered the yacht’s construction in 1901, and it was designed by Cox & King of London and built by Ramage & Ferguson Ltd of Leith. The Scientific American magazine of 5th September 1903 featured a report on her in which Lorena was described as: “not only one of the latest and most luxuriously appointed yachts that have been built in Europe, but she is also one of the fastest, her speed on trial having been just under 19 knots an hour”. She was registered at 1,303 tons gross, but according to the Scientific American with her raised decking was 1,400 tons.  Measurements are given for her length as 269 foot long, (but also 300 foot long) & at the waterline 253 feet. She was of 33 foot beam.
The Scientific American noted that she had “the latest form of motive power for marine propulsion – the steam turbine”. She was driven by 3 parsons’ steam turbines that produced 650nhp, and was the first ocean-going yacht to use their steam turbines. These corresponded to 3 propellers with a total horse power indicated of 3,200. Her central shaft worked at 530 revolutions per minute, and the outer ones at 750. Reversing turbines worked on each of the outer shafts as in large passenger liners.
Her four cylindrical tubular boilers with Howden’s forced draft would have been fed by the stokers.

In 1900 Barber lived at Lorena Park in Greenburgh, Westchester Co, New York, and was at that point aged 56. His oldest daughter he & his wife had named Lorena, and as she at this point was 24, it does seem that both house & yacht were named after his daughter.
The yacht was launched at Leith on 14th January 1903, and Mr Barber was at Leith for the launch.

For a number of years he & his family spent ‘the season’ on board the yacht in New York harbour.

In 1907 the steam yacht was bought by the American railway baron George Jay Gould of New York, and he changed her name to Atalanta.

During the First World War in the June of 1915 she was hired by the Admiralty in Britain, and used as a patrol yacht armed with two 3 inch guns. She served around Britain & down to Gibraltar. In February 1919 she was returned to her owner, Mr Gould. She stayed with him until he died in 1923. 

She took on another life when purchased by the Chinese government in 1926, who renamed her Kan Lu, and she was employed by the Hydrographic Service of the Chinese Navy. According to the 1913 Cox & King Catalogue of Yachts & Motor Boats (compiled in 2008/9 by Francois Grosjean) she is believed lost in the war in 1941 with Japan)
There are paintings of her incuding one by the Naples-based marine painter Tommaso de Simone in 1910 (in gouache) and another by Antonio Jacobsen in 1911(in oil) which show her residual masts and stay sails.
Brightlingsea was a notable centre for large yachts at the time of the Lorena’s visit. Its well-known long-term steam yacht resident was another American millionaire, the eccentric Mr McEvers Bayard Brown who lived on the 735 tons SY Valfreyia anchored in the Colne from 1889 to 1923. His philanthropic support of the town was generous. His yacht would have also been in the Colne at the time of the disaster. 
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